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Farewell. The final word in today's first reading from the Acts of the Apostles. The 

message delivered from the first council held in the Church’s history, ended with farewell. The 

Council of Jerusalem occurred around 50 AD and it addressed the controversy around 

circumcision, the application of the Mosaic Law, and the requirements for salvation. Such a 

“final” sounding end to a letter. Imagine an email or phone call ending with “farewell.” 

Today's Gospel from John doesn’t include the word farewell, but it does contain Jesus’ 

“farewell” message to his disciples. Next weekend we will hear of Jesus’ Ascension, of his 

return to his Father. And in two weeks, we will celebrate Pentecost, the coming of the Holy 

Spirit. Both of these events Jesus included in his farewell message. 

This past week, Candace, our Tri-Parish Faith Formation coordinator asked what this 

weekend’s scripture theme was. I said it included Jesus’ farewell message. And minutes later she 

texted me a link to a video called Only Jesus, by a band called Casting Crowns. She wrote, “this 

would be my farewell message.” 

There is a line in that song that struck me. “I don’t want to leave a legacy; I don’t care if 

they remember me. Only Jesus.” … “I don’t want to leave a legacy; I don’t care if they 

remember me. Only Jesus.” 

If you knew you were leaving soon, what farewell message would you leave? What can 

we leave others of eternal value? 

My dad's mom, my Grandma Ann, left as her farewell message, her funeral plan, with all 

the details. She included in her plan to have a Rosary prayed for her at her funeral vigil. 

My grandma selected the readings for the Mass and all the other things that a family 

would normally have to decide. She also arranged where her funeral luncheon would be, and 

even planned the menu. 

Grandma Ann was a hardworking farmer’s wife and a woman of faith. Her farewell 

message shared what she valued, for people to gather together, pray, and share a meal. Not much 

different than what we do here at Mass. 

Let’s examine just four verses from today’s Gospel. They contain some of the gifts Jesus 

left us in his farewell message. 
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In verse 23 Jesus says, “Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love 

him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him.” 

If we love Jesus and keep his word, his commandments, then Jesus, his Father, and the 

Holy Spirit will all come and make their dwelling place with us, to live permanently in our soul! 

We are blessed when we love Jesus and keeps his commandments. 

In verse 24 Jesus said, “Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; yet the word 

you hear is not mine but that of the Father who sent me.” 

Every thought in Jesus’ mind came from his Father’s mind. Jesus was the most obedient 

and freest man who ever lived. He showed us the secret to being free; to do the Father’s will. It 

will free you. Do your own will and it will addict you and enslave you. We are blessed with 

freedom when we do the Father’s will. 

In verse 26 Jesus said, “The Advocate, the holy Spirit that the Father will send in my 

name — he will teach you everything and remind you of all that [I] told you.” We have four rich 

and profound Gospels, because the primary author was the Holy Spirit. Keep that in mind when 

you read the Gospels. Jesus’ teachings come to us as a gift through the Holy Spirit. We are 

blessed when we read God’s word, while keeping in mind the Holy Spirit’s part in it. 

We will hear Jesus’ words from verse 27 again in just a few minutes. We hear these 

words at every Mass. Jesus said in verse 27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not 

as the world gives do I give it to you.” 

Jesus leaves us peace as a gift, but this is not a peace that the world can give. It’s peace 

with God and self and neighbor. It is not peace with the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

When Jesus said that he came not to make peace but to make war: it was to make war 

with the world, war with the flesh, war the devil, and war with greed, lust, and pride. 

The peace Jesus gives is a peace in which we can rest, even while in the midst of life’s 

struggles. Jesus gives his peace to us just after he has assured us that God will send the Spirit to 

be with us in his absence. This is an awesome farewell gift! 

Jesus confers his peace. But this is more than a wish, it is a blessing, a blessing that 

includes all the benefits of the resurrection.  

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” When you lack peace, go to the only 

true anecdote, who is Jesus. … Only Jesus. 

 


